





he mission of [rcktwn

is to create culturally relevant environments that foster vital
relationships between disenfranchised adolescents and Christian
mentors in order to meet their social, physical, and spiritual needs.

Would you take a minute to step over the words “disenfranchised adolescents” and get face
to face with a few of the young people who come to Rocketown every week? Meet Sara, who
has difficulty developing healthy relationships because of her own lack of self-worth. And
fifteen-year-old Tommy, dealing with his father’s release from prison, who feels unloved and
lonely. Sam struggles wtih drinking, depression and suicidal thoughts. Meet Jason, who's

been told that he’s the target of the local gang who shot his cousin.

Then there are Bobby and Saxon, ages 11 and 13, who walked miles through some rough
neighborhoods to get to Rocketown. When the staff at Rocketown offered to give the boys
a ride home, they discovered that the children’s parents were both unemployed and had
drug problems, their home had no running water and there was litttle food. Rocketown
intervened to help the family find better housing and to connect them with a local church
for counseling and employment assistance. A Rocketown staff member provided a home for
the boys for 30 days while working with the state to develop a safety plan for the family. Since
then, another family who participates in Rocketown programming, has embraced Bobby and
Saxon, enrolling them in school and caring for them. The parents remain drug-free and are

working to meet DCS expectations so that the family can be reunited.

D relevant

Teens can hang out in engaging, safe and secure place to get
great coffee and snacks. Some students take advantage of the
volunteer opportunities in the coffee bar.
Structured and unstructured after-school activities are offered -
artistic programs to develop creative talents
performance opportunities for poetry, spoken word, singing,
rap, instrumental music
mentoring and tutoring
art exhibits by local young artists
computers to work on projects

An average of 350 students come each week to the 14,000 square-
foot all indoor skatepark for skateboarding, in-line skating and BMX
biking, private and group lessons, professional demonstrations.
Performance and leadership opportunities
are also available.
The Skate Team performs at schools and community events to
showcase their talents and talk about making good
choices and working hard.

The layout is changed annually at the
park to maintain its edge.

As a need is seen, staff members and adult volunteers
mentor youth who hang out in the skatepark.
Skatechurch, lead by the Rocketown staff,
meets on Tuesday nights.

Business and sales training are taught in a retail environment
that markets art, photography and fashion made by students.

Local professionals, and sometimes other teens, instruct classes

in screen printing, fashion design and photography.
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was at her wits end.
Her 12-year-old son was failing 6th grade.
Nothing she had tried-participation
in sports, rewards, discipline-seemed
to motivate him. However, when
he started participating in Open
Mic on Mondays at the Rocketown
Empyrean Coffee Bar, his life began
to turn around. He fell in love with
percussion and began developing
his skills. Caleb’s mom says that since
he started his Monday routine at
Rocketown “he is more disciplined,
outgoing and enthusiastic about
everything.” Caleb’s band has
received local recognition and
recently went on tour.

moved to Nashville a
couple of years ago to live with his dad. He
had been living with his mom in another
city where his involvement with a rough

group of teens was getting him into
trouble. The Sixth Avenue Skatepark
helped make the move to a new city a
positive one. He’s now taking honors
classes at school and hoping to get
sponsored in skateboarding. “l look
forward to Fridays when | get to come
to the park. This has been a great place
for me,” Stephen says.



entertainment. The variety of “all ages” concerts and
events at Rocketown showcase a diverse array of local,
regional, and world-class musical talent like Relient K,
UnderQOath, Sara Evans, Josh Turner, Hawthorne Heights,
MXPX, MeWithoutYou, HillSong United.

At least two times per year, high school bands

compete in Rocketown Battle of the Bands. In the fall,
40 bands auditioned and 14 were selected for the
competitions. The top band won studio time, played
on our main venue stage and performed at Nashville’s
new symphony hall “free day of music.”

Student performance and rehearsal opportunties are
also available. Local teen bands can reserve Level 1 to
rehearse and our teen music volunteers select, book
and help promote teen bands. Interested students can
learn about sound and light engineering.

Classes in hip hop, salsa, ballet, breakdance are
available at affordable prices and accessible times.

Approximately 50% of the students who attend our
summer sessions are on scholarship. We offer seven
4-day sessions from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. that focus
on music, film, dance and skateboarding and are
taught by area professionals. A performance open
to the public at the end of each week showcases the
students’ newly acquired skills.

Each class provides a historical/cultural context for
the activity, hands on experience, and guidance for
further development.

Not your typical youth council, RCKTWN Rep-a
leadership group of representatives from area
junior high and high schools-gives teens a voice
at Rocketown. They learn leadership skills, operate
the art store, write and produce a ZINE, and are
empowered to develop and promote events.
Students are also given training in making positive
choices and influencing others.

sometimes come to Rocketown in unexpected
ways, but invariably encounter compassionate staff
who reach out to them. During a recent audition
for the Battle of the Bands, we asked one band to
choose one word that would describe what they
were feeling as they wrote the song they were

to perform. The band, From Rise to Ruin, chose
“regret.” Two members of the band are brothers
whose mother is dying of cancer. Their lyrics were
about making good choices while their mother is
living, making sure they don’t have regrets. The
Rocketown staff stepped into the lives of the boys
with compassion and love.

“LIFE'S NOT ALL ABOUT THE STUFF WE CAN
ACCUMULATE OR THE HONORS PEOPLE HEAP ON
US. SERVING PEOPLE IN THE NAME OF JESUS IS
WHAT REALLY MATTERS IN THE WORLD. WE HAVE
TO STEP INTO PEOPLE'S LIVES SO THAT THEY CAN

BE CHANGED BY GOD.”

for6yearsandllivewith4 ==
other people in a trailer that is really really small. l#* "5% it
get all my stuff for free from really close friends. | ﬁ 5.
always stay the night with other people. | love the h‘* et
food at Rocketown. It would really be cool if | could :
have a membership at Rocketown.” & A

Sam, age 13
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We step into the lives of the confused and hurting. We speak truth in their lariguage.

S

We listen past their words to hear their hearts. We provide safe places for friends, fun
and life. We offer out-of-the-box learning and entertainment options.

We can do this because of the donors who have stepbed up to support this life-changing
work. On behalf of the Rocketown recipients of your generosity, we express heattfelt
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AdvoCare International LP
Laura and Ben Allen, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Ammons
AmSouth Bank

Mr. & Mrs. David Anderson
Jamie AtHilsden

Lessie Aubrey

Elizabeth Austin

Frank Bass

Beaman Pontiac Toyota
Lisa Beasley

BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc.
David Berndt

Terry Blankenship
Blanton, Harrell, Cooke & Corzine
Ross Booher

Rich Boyd

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bracken
Brentwood Baptist Church
Karri Brill

Barbara Brown

Don Bruce

. Jennifer and Dale Bukowski

Constance Bullard

Kelley Cahoon

The Cal Turner Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Chesbro
Gregory Chimento

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Chodniewicz
Ruth Chodniewicz
Thomas Cigarran

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Cissell
Clayton Associates

John Coates

Coca-Cola Bottling Co. Consolidated

The Community Foundation
Misty Compton

Walter & Whitney Conyers
Stephen Cook

Jennifer Cooke

Mr. & Mrs. Chris Corley

Mr. & Mrs. Chaz Corzine
Sarah Cowling

gratefulness for your participation and endorsement.

Creative Artists Agency
Cricket Communications
Lesley Cross

Robin Crow

Bob Crownover

Ken Cunningham
Richard Curtis

Audra Davis

Deborah Davis

David Del Sesto

Dell Tennessee Communications
Jennifer DeLoach
Dennison-Seymour LLC
J. William Denny

Dex Imaging

Mr. & Mrs. Marty Dickens
Mr. & Mrs. John Dickens
Mr. & Mrs. William Dickerson
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Dilworth
Mr. & Mrs. David Dingler
Jacqueline Dixon

Mr. Mrs. Joel Dobberpuhl
Mr. & Mrs. Don Donahue
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Dorris
Dr. & Mrs. Nevin Downs
Robert & Diane Duddy
E.B.S. Foundation
Melissa Eads

Barb Eakins

Elizabeth Ebersole

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Edmondson
Mark & Tammy Edwards
Mr. and Mrs. J.D. Elliott
Patrick & Kitty Moon Emery
Dr. & Mrs. Gilbert Ezell
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Ezell

Mr. Bill Ezell

Mr. & Mrs. F. Miles Ezell
Ezell Foundation

Debra Farmer

Charles Fay

Fifth Third Bank

Dr. & Mrs. Don Finto
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Steve Frank

The Frist Foundation
Frontier Distributing
Mandy Galster

Drs. Priscilla and Pedro Garcia
B.J. Gatten

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Gaw
Gaylord Entertainment Co.
Genesco

Mr. & Mrs. Mark G’Francisco
Cynthia Gholson

Laura Gifford

Mark & Nancy Giles
Georgie Lane Gillins

Lyn Givens

Gary Glover

Alyce Faye Goodman

Matt and Sarah Grace

Great South Real Estate & Dev.

Vida & Lynn Greer

Mr. & Mrs. Steven E Gregory
Chris Griffin

Mr. & Mrs. Joel Griffith
Debra Grimes

Eric and Martha Grindeland
Michael Guido

Thomas and Kelly Hall
S.J.Hannah

Harbor Hills, Inc.

Harpeth Hills Church of Christ
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Harrell

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Harrington
Ty and Lisa Hasty

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Hawkins
Mike & Joanne Hayes

The HCA Foundation
Helping Hands Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Terry Hemmings
Trent Hemphill

Chip & Cynthia Hickerson
Mr. & Mrs. Guy Hicks

Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Hollingsworth

Ben & Gwen Howard

Ruth and Rufus Howe
Hyland Heights Baptist Church
Joseph and Malinda Ivey
Joe C. Davis Foundation

Joe and Jane Johnson

John Johnston

Krystal Jones

Mike Jones

Journeys

Kanakuk Kamps

Jeanette Kasal

Melissa Keegan

Tara Kim

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Kirkpatrick
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Kreutner
Kroger

Don and Phyllis Laskowski
Jay & Valerie Laws

The Lee Company, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Bart Liddle

Jenny Lockwald

Ronald R. Loeppke

The Louie and Betty Phillips Foundation
Jim and Debbie Lundy

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Lynn

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Manning
Paul & Ericka Maple

Susan Marlow

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Martin

Emily Massey

Neil and Janet Master

Mr. & Mrs. Richard McGlothlin
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Meadows
The Memorial Foundation
Midtown fellowship

The Mike Curb Family Foundation
Montgomery Bell Academy
Rudy Moore

Mr. & Mrs. Sam Moore
Nashville Predators

John Neal

Rebecca Neenan

Nelson Mazda

New River Fellowship

Mr. & Mrs. N. Jack Nuismer
Ernest Ogle

The Orrico Foundation

Ty Osman

Otter Creek Church

Charles Overby

James & Dorothy Pace

Jason Pachar

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Pazun

Melissa Penry

Teresa Petrie

Sinthala Phanthavongsa
Robert Pittenger

Bill Prady

Provident Music Group
Publix Foundation

Purity Dairies, Inc.

Purity Foundation

R.C. Matthews Contractor, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Dick Ragsdale
Daniel and Rebecca Rainbow
Mr. & Mrs. Derril Reeves

Regions Bank

Carol Reitinger

Sylvia Roberts

Steve Robinson

Mr. & Mrs. Phil Roe

Rick and Lee Ann Runyeon
Joseph & Anne Russell

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Samuels
Mr. & Mrs. Joshua Sandefur
Steve & Cindy Sarvak
Frederic Scarola

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Schultenover
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Schulz

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Selvey
Mary Virginia Settle

Dr. & Mrs. Ed Settle

Mr. & Mrs. Will Ed Settle
William Seymour

Lewis Sharer

David and Carden Simcox
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Michael W. Smith
Mary Lu Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Smith
William Sneed

SoBe Beverages

Jim and Leah Sohr

Mr. & Mrs. David Solomon
Sony Music Publishing
Southwestern/Great American inc.
Special Promotions Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Speck
Spirit of Life Church

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Strother
Amy Stroup

Douglas Styler

Sugar Creek Carriage Co.
Sara Sullivan

SunTrust Bank, Inc.

T & T Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Takahashi
Target

The Bell Groups

The Martin Foundation
The Mick Foundation

Mark Thien

Ms. Amy Thomas

Mr. & Mrs. David Thomas
Thomas Nelson

Brad Thomason

Mr. & Mrs. Roger Thompson
George Tomlin

Trinity Fellowship

True Artist Management, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Emmett Turner
Emmett Turner

Terry and Deborah Turner
Christopher Ude

Mike Vaden

Eric and Brenda Vogel

Mr. & Mrs. Billie Volek

Joe and Teresa Walkup

Mr. & Mrs. Duane Ward
A.V. Washburn

Mark & Laura Weller

West Towne Christian Church

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Westbrook
Brince Wilford

William Morris Agency, Inc.
Jill Williams

Mr. & Mrs. J. Winston Williams
Eric Williams

Jill Williams

Nina Williams

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Wood
Kent Wood

Mr. & Mrs. L. Glenn Worley
Sean & Betsy Wright
William and Donna Wright
Lee Jay Yancey

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Yeager
Brandi Yeaney

IN-KIND DONORS

AC Interstate

Ambrose Printing
Anderson Thomas Design
Arthouse Distribution
Black Box Distribution
Blackout Distribution
Cecile Settle

Chef’s Market

Coca-Cola Bottling Co.
Concrete Magazine

Dark Horse Recording
Daystar Counseling Ministries
DeKline Shoes

Deluxe Distribution

EMI

Fender Guitars

Giant Distribution
Goodworks Creative Group
Guitar Center

Home Depot

Journeys

Kink Bikes

Krew Skateboard Apparrel -
Listen Skateboards .
Lowes T I
MacAuthority

Midtown Fellowship
Minuteman Press

Monkey Brains

Monster Energy Drink
Music City Booking

Otter Creek Church

Primo Bikes

Purity Dairies

Red Bull

Satco

Skate One Distribution
Sobe

Soul Technologies

Sound Kitchen

The Mosaic Church
Thriftsmart

Traffic Skateboards
Transworld Video

Tum Yeto

Vox Footware
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Michael W. Smith, Founder
Mlchael‘sipnth Productions

Mark Eze)ﬁ‘Eo Founder
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t Operating Income

F_‘,. Punty-Dames X Retail Revenue 3105103.31 . Ilke everyone knows our name. Fq teéns in Mlddle Tennessee, Rocketown is that place. From the
¥ Charles Dorris. President Concert Revenue 139,138.50 *g|rl who comes every couple of months for a concert to the guy who is here every day, teens see
William Morris’ Agency Rental Revenue 144,837.68 Rocketown as their place. It is their home. They never have to call or announce that they are coming-
1 A -this is where they belong. At Rocketown kids know they are loved.
I Lydia Armistead Program Fees 115,003.24
M+ Freeman Webb Co.

Judith Bracken

Community Volunteer

Robin Crow

‘Dark Horse Recording

Betty Dickens

Community Volunteer

Jeff Edmondson

Curb Records, Inc.

Eric Elwell
TourSolutions

Mark G'Francisco
Dynamic USA

Other Income
Total Operating

A
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.. Community Support

o Operating

]
Capital
Total Fundraising
Total Income

Operating Expenses
Program/Ministry

18,495.43
522,578.16

421,514.49
250,000.00
671,514.60
1,194,092.66

716,742.96

But that is not the end of the story. As a leadership team, it is important that our focus is not only

getting kids in the doors, but also meeting their needs while they are here. The depth of need
is greater than we could have imagined. Daily we see teens struggling with horrible home lives,
neglect, abuse, drug use, anger, eating disorders, and depression.

Our job is to create real life grace. We do it because we believe this is the way God loves us. The

underlying question is how can we love these kids more. This is where you come in. Rocketown needs
more adults to listen, pray, donate and volunteer. The needs are varied - just like the teens we see.

Our relationships with teens would not be possible without our amazing community network that
continues to support us. Foundations who gave to our capital campaign to pay off our building so
that we can focus all fundraising efforts on outreach. Churches who step in as a safety net for teens
and their families, supplying clothing, housing, Christmas gifts and more. Nonprofits that provide

Dr. Priscilla Partridge de Garcia counseling services, bring their youth to Rocketown and hold joint events with us.

The Partridge Garcia Group, Inc. Management & General 191,998.00

Dan Harrell Fundraising 110,846.12
Blanton, Harrell, Cook & Corzine

We are grateful for the individuals and organizations who give their time and resources to make
Rocketown a place that is safe and where teens want to come. A place for teens who may fit in

7 Bl nowhere else, a home away from home... a place to be.

om Harrington .

The Bun Company Total Operating Expenses 101958708 27 & el

" Bill Hawkins : Capital Payoff 250,000.00 B2 Staff Leadership Team

Charles Hawkins Company, Inc.
Eftr‘{ Liddle
c A
b ;
'+ Ron Samuels CE |
Avenue Bank

Audra Davis Ben Cissell
Development Director Outreach & Skatepark Director

Mary Virginia Settle
Operations Director

~ Jay Strother
.+ Breatwood Baptist Church

;_'.- ‘Amy Thomas
Community Health Systems

Emmett Turner
" *Dept. of Commerce & Insurance

Mike Vaden
Crosslin Vaden & Associates

Robert Wood
Boult, Cummings, Conners & Berry PLC
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Glenn Worley
Cameron Worley Fordham, P.C.

Anne Howard - Young Leaders Intern
Horrell Company
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MUSICVENUE SKATEPARK COFFEEBAR

401 6TH AVE. SOUTH -
NASHVILLE TN 37203
www.rocketown.com



